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CONPIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 01796 

CAPE TOWN POR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: AORG, PORG, UNGA, SP, UR, WA 

SUBJECT: SOVIET STATEMENT ON ARTICLE 19 AT UNGA SPECIAL 
SESSION ON NAMIBIA 

REF: USUN 1786 (NOTAL) 

1 . IMMEDIATELY POLLOWING VOTE IN MAY 3 PLENARY OP UNGA 
SPECIAL SESSION ON NAMIBIA, SOVIET DEL POKINE TOOK THE 
PLOOR ON POINT OF ORDER. THE VOTE ON THE DRAFT DECLARA- 
TION (REFTEL) HAD BEEN A ROLL CALL VOTE, AND THEREPORE, 
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IN ACCORDANCE WITH UN CHARTER ARTICLE 19, THOSE MEMBER 
STATES WHO WERE TWO YEARS IN ARREARS IN THEIR ASSESSED 
CONTRIBUTIONS WERE EXCLUDED FROM THE VOTE (I.E. NAMES 
WERE NOT CALLED). ALL SUCH STATES HAD BEEN NOTIFIED IN 
ADVANCE THAT THEY WOULD BE UNABLE TO VOTE AND NONE HAD 
ATTEMPTED TO VOTE. (USYG BUFPUM HAD MADE EXPLANATORY 
STATEMENT TO THIS EPFECT IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO VOTE.) 
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FOKINE REITERATED THE STANDING SOVIET POSITION THAT THE 
LOSS OE VOTE PROVISION IN ARTICLE 19 SHOULD NOT BE 
AUTOMATICALLY APPLIED BUT REQUIRES A DECISION OE THE 
ASSEMBLY UNDER ARTICLE 18(2) OE THE CHARTER. THE GA 
PRESIDENT SAID THAT THE POSITION OF THE SOVIET DELEGATION 
WOULD BE DULY RECORDED IN THE VERBATIM RECORD OE THE 
MEETING. THERE WERE NO OTHER STATEMENTS OR DISCUSSION. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND FROM SECRETARIAT (LONG) THAT BUFFUM 
EXPLANATION WAS MADE BECAUSE HE HAD LEARNED OE SOVIETS' 
INTENTION TO STATE THEIR POSITION. SOVIET DECISION 
APPARENTLY RESULTED FROM FACT THAT AT TIME OE ROLL-CALL 
VOTE IN SPECIAL SESSION'S AD HOC COMMITTEE OE THE WHOLE 
ON MAY 2, COMMITTEE SECRETARY (SECRETARIAT OFEICIAL) HAD 
INCORRECTLY CALLED NAMES OF THOSE STATES SUBJECT TO 
ARTICLE 19 SANCTION. THIS HAD CAUSED SOME CONEUSION (IN 
A VOTING SITUATION THAT WAS CONFUSED IN ANY EVENT; SEE 
USUN 1766). PRESUMABLY SOVIETS DECIDED TO MAKE CERTAIN 
THERE WAS NO QUESTION ABOUT THEIR VIEWS ON THE MATTER. 
YOUNG 
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